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Introduction 
A message from the Lead Advisors 
 
The undergraduate dissertation or project is often the first piece of independent study undertaken by students, so there is a lot 

for them to learn about how to decide on a topic, to devise a plan of action and to organise the work. There are many new skills 

that they need to develop, including finding and reviewing literature, compiling and organising notes, defining a research 

problem, collecting and analysing data, academic writing and forming an argument, and the discipline to carry out an individual 

project in consultation with their supervisors. These skills are highly transferable to work in further study and in almost every 

career, so form an important part of the educational components of higher education. As staff time allocated to provide the 

necessary training in research and writing skills is restricted, this programme will be a time-saving way to help your students to 

develop a clear understanding of what is involved in doing independent research, allowing you more time to advise on the 

individual project proposals. 

 

The ten modules are delivered in an interactive online environment that allows students to view academic success strategies 

through a variety of tools. Scenario-based learning empowers students to use the knowledge they already have and to integrate 

information from others. Built-in assessments support the students in understanding their mastery of content, and video 

interviews and comic strips draw them into the learning experience. Additionally, students are given the opportunity to explore 

each topic through extra resources and a learning portfolio.  

 

Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction was developed by scholars with a broad background in 

higher education and experience of working with undergraduate and postgraduate students. It is a resource of knowledge and 

applied learning that will make an attractive alternative to the conventional lecture format delivery of teaching. The opportunity 

for students to apply their gained knowledge step-by-step directly to their own project at their own pace ensures that the 

programme content is seen as valuable and relevant to each individual. The structure of the programme allows the student to 

focus on whichever aspect of research is of interest at the time, a flexible learning opportunity that encourages focused study.  

 

The outcome for your students of engagement with this programme is that they will be more informed and confident 

throughout their work on their dissertation or project. It provides an excellent first step in independent learning, and is an ideal 

way to encourage your students to use their personal initiative to carry out their very own research project.  

      Dr Nicholas Walliman 

                                                                

                                                                                                                                      Senior Lecturer, School of the Built Environment 

                                                                                                                                                                              Oxford Brookes University 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

This online programme offers students an opportunity to take control of their own learning, through engaging with expert 

information about the process of research and writing for undergraduate dissertations and projects, and trying these out for 

themselves. Research is crucial to the construction of knowledge rather than just its repetition, and developing research skills 

will be useful to students during and after their degrees. This programme is constructed by practitioners who have much 

experience of working with students on their research and writing, and who have also reflected on and considered effective 

ways of including the students actively in this process and practice. This, combined with the very high quality interactive format 

provided through the Epigeum platform, offers both accessibility and security that the practices suggested will aid research, 

reflection, learning and writing. Students can engage with the various stages of forming a research question, decide on their 

methodology and methods, and then engage with the literature, data acquisition, construction and analysis, and the writing of 

the dissertation or project. They can do this through responding to the prompts, information and the relationship of the lively 

materials in the programme to their own dissertation or project. Students will find it useful to make the process and practice 

their own, for both current and future work. 

                                                                                                                                                                                   Professor Gina Wisker 

                                                                                                                

Professor of Higher Education and Contemporary Literature 

                                                                                                                                                                                   University of Brighton 
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The Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
programme 
 

Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction is a suite of ten online modules 
designed to help demystify the research process and engage your undergraduate students as learners as 
they go through the process of researching and presenting their final-year dissertation or capstone project. 
The programme aims to enhance undergraduate research skills, helping students to project manage the 
research and writing of the dissertation or project. Students will learn ways to generate ideas, ask 
questions, read carefully and complete a literature review, select and design the research approach, 
develop a coherent structure for presenting their findings, and develop the explanation or argument 
convincingly. 
 
Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction consists of ten modules: 
Module 1:  ‘Preparing your research and managing your supervisor’ 
Module 2:  ‘Project-management techniques’ 
Module 3:  ‘Managing your time’ 
Module 4:  ‘The literature review’ 
Module 5:  ‘The importance of ethics’ 
Module 6:  ‘Research methodology and methods’ 
Module 7:  ‘Data collection methods’ 
Module 8:  ‘Data analysis’ 
Module 9:  ‘Structuring the argument and chapters’ 
Module 10: ‘Writing up and disseminating your research’ 
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Learning outcomes 
 
The learning outcomes for the Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
programme are as follows: 
 
Module 1:  ‘Preparing your research and managing your supervisor’ will help students to: 
 

 Identify the overarching attributes and characteristics of a good research project and outline the 
differences between dissertations and other types of academic writing. 

 Generate and evaluate ideas to define and focus their area of research, and identify how to 
formulate a related research question or hypothesis. 

 Consider the importance of ethics and integrity in research. 
 Identify their and their supervisor’s roles, responsibilities and expectations and establish a good 

working relationship. 
 Reflect on, evaluate and discuss feedback, and understand when to ask for further clarification. 
 Use feedback to:  

Make appropriate changes and amendments to the work assessed 
Develop the project plan and format 
Inform the future stages of research and writing. 
 

 
Module 2:  ‘Project-management techniques’ will help students to: 

 
 Explain the limits on their project in terms of timescales, resources and scope. 
 Demonstrate understanding of the life cycle of a research project by producing an accurate plan 

that includes regular review and problem solving. 
 Work with their supervisor to identify project deadlines and deliverables that provide a timeframe 

for the project plan. 
 Explain and evaluate the project aims and objectives using SMART (specific, measurable, 

achievable, realistic and time-bound) criteria. 
 Conduct a stakeholder analysis in order to identify the level of interest and input of the people who 

will be involved in the project. 
 Identify ways to manage their relationships and interactions using effective communication and 

negotiation. 
 Identify possible risks and ways to minimise their probability and level of impact. 

 
 
Module 3:  ‘Managing your time’ will help students to: 
 

 Identify how common time-management problems such as perfectionism and procrastination can 
have a negative impact on their performance. 

 Generate project tasks and timetable these as part of a daily time-management process. 
 Identify academic and non-academic time commitments and use this information to develop a 

realistic schedule for the project. 
 Use time-management techniques and strategies to increase their productivity and identify 

counterproductive ways of working. 
 Recognise the importance of regular project reviews to assess their progress. 
 Understand the importance of clear and concise notes relating to the project process (e.g. planning, 

records of progress and group or supervisory meetings). 
 
 
Module 4:  ‘The literature review’ will help students to: 
 

 Describe the purpose of a literature review, and its relationship to their research. 
 Search the literature using a range of search techniques and tools, including databases and search 

engines. 
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 Use Boolean operators correctly in their literature search. 
 Explain the concept of critical evaluation. 
 Identify, record and engage with information relevant to their research question from the sources 

they find. 
 Use this information to create a structure for their literature review. 

 
Module 5:  ‘The importance of ethics’ will help students to: 
 

 Identify the key principles of research ethics in planning and conducting a research project. 
 Recognise which factors, including human, animal and environmental well-being, result in the need 

for ethics approval. 
 Consider the risks and consequences of not following ethics guidelines. 
 Communicate and provide information to research participants in order to ensure their informed 

consent. 
 Identify and follow the necessary processes for gaining consent when working with children or 

vulnerable adults as research participants. 
 Identify the processes that ensure the confidentiality and anonymity of participants during and 

after the collection of data. 
 
Module 6:  ‘Research methodology and methods’ will help students to: 
 

 Demonstrate recognition of the difference between methodology and methods. 
 Align their specific methodology with their research question or hypothesis. 
 Select methods that will enable them to answer their research question or hypothesis. 
 Recognise the defining features of qualitative and quantitative research. 

 
Module 7:  ‘Data collection methods’ will help students to: 
 

 Find out how to develop an interview or focus group and identify appropriate questions to use. 
 Identify appropriate questions and understand the different question types that can be used in a 

questionnaire or survey. 
 Be able to plan the stages of developing an observation while considering the usefulness of the 

approach. 
 Recognise the defining features of a case study and how a case study is planned. 
 Identify how third party resources can contribute to research. 
 Recognise the properties of archives and artefacts while considering appropriate research 

questions to use. 
 Work out what contributes to secondary data, consider its strengths and weaknesses, and identify 

the potential use for secondary data in their research. 
 Recognise the features of a ‘field’ or natural experiment while considering their advantages and 

limitations. 
 Understand the experimental approach and be able to identify independent and dependent 

variables. 
 
 
Module 8:  ‘Data analysis’ will help students to: 
 

 Recognise the elements of data analysis in relation to both qualitative and quantitative methods. 
 Describe an open code and an axial code. 
 Summarise the features of data reduction and data display. 
 Identify the difference between nominal, ordinal, interval and ratio data. 
 Determine an appropriate statistical procedure. 
 Identify mathematical concepts relating to statistical procedures. 
 Recognise the advantages and disadvantages of qualitative and quantitative data. 
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Module 9:  ‘Structuring the argument and chapters’ will help students to: 
 

 Describe the way in which an argument is constructed. 
 Identify the most appropriate argument structure to use. 
 Be able to link the evidence to the argument. 
 Show the need to demonstrate a clear line of reasoning. 
 Identify the appropriate structure and components of your dissertation. 

 
Module 10: ‘Writing up and disseminating your research’ will help students to: 
 

 Identify the stages of structuring a draft. 
 Recognise and devise strategies to assist in overcoming writer’s block. 
 Consider the importance of the drafting process. 
 Demonstrate the importance of referencing to avoid plagiarism, and identify the differences 

between analysis and synthesis. 
 Identify some of the opportunities for disseminating their work. 
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Components of the Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An 
Introduction programme 

Component of the 
programme 

Description of the material in the 
programme  

Where can I find this 
material? 

Self-study modules Core online component: The core of the 
Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and 
Projects: An Introduction programme consists of 
ten self-study modules. 
Each module consists of a series of screens 
(web pages) containing text, videos and 
activities. 

Refer to the ‘release’ email 
sent by Epigeum to 
download and log in to your 
Research and Writing Skills 
for Dissertations and 
Projects: An Introduction 
modules. 
For further information on 
installing the modules, see 
the Implementation Guide. 

Learning portfolio The learning portfolio has been designed to 
enable students to evaluate, reflect on and 
evidence their level of competence in the areas 
covered by the modules, as identified in the 
learning outcomes. Each module is broken 
down into thematic sections. Each section 
consists of three parts. The three parts of each 
section are separate to make it easy to replicate 
or split up the different sections, if for example, 
it is decided that the tutor needs to complete 
Part 3 both before and after the module. 

A combined version of the 
learning portfolio, which 
includes material for all ten 
modules, plus seven 
download documents from 
Modules 2, 3 and 5, is on the 
‘Introduction’ screen at the 
start of each module. On the 
‘Module summary and 
learning portfolio’ screen at 
the end of each module you 
will find a shorter portfolio, 
including only the relevant 
material for that specific 
module. A version is also 
included in this Instructor 
Manual so that you can see 
what students have been 
asked to do. 

Assessment 
framework 

For each module the learning outcomes serve 
as the basis of an assessment rubric. The 
assessment criteria will not be mapped onto 
particular grades or percentages because these 
are not consistently used across the HE sector. 
They will instead be classified as excellent, very 
good, good, acceptable and unacceptable, 
which can be easily mapped onto a university’s 
grading system. 

As the rubric is derived from the learning 
outcomes, it maps onto the learning portfolio 
and can be used to inform the remarks and 
suggestions provided in the Tutor/Assessor 
feedback section. It can also be used for 
assessment for the coursework and portfolio of 
learning (see marking sheet). 

This is included in this 
Instructor Manual. 
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Preparing your research and managing your supervisor 

Learning portfolio 

Instructions 

Learning portfolio: Approach 

The learning portfolio has been designed to enable students to evaluate, reflect on and evidence their level of competence in the areas covered 

by the modules, as identified in the learning outcomes. Each module is broken down into thematic sections. Each section consists of three parts. 

The three parts of each section are separate to make it easy to replicate or split up the different sections, if for example, it is decided that the 

tutor needs to complete Part 3 both before and after the module. 

Part 1: Competencies: The student is provided with a list of competencies, based on the learning outcomes, and a list of possible answers 

from which they should select one. This can be completed as a skills audit: 

• Before taking the module 

• After the module is completed 

• Before and after the module in order to evaluate the learning achieved.  

Part 2: Evidence of experience and statement of competence: The student provides evidence of the skills and knowledge they have 

gained as a result of completing the module. In particular, they are encouraged to provide examples of how they have used the skills and 

knowledge in their project or dissertation. In doing this, they may consider using the STAR model:  

Situation What was the context? Provide a concise description of what took place, the situation or stage of the project. 

Task What needed to be done and why? 

Action What did you do? Provide details of the stages of action and how you did it. 

Results What were the results of your actions? Use this section to explain what you achieved and to reflect on what you 

learnt from the experience. 

 

Part 3: Tutor/Assessor feedback: This section provides space for remarks and suggestions. 
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Module 1: Preparing your research and managing your supervisor 

Section 1: Understanding dissertations and projects 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can outline the differences between 

dissertations/projects/reports and other types of 

written assessment.  

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I use subject specific guidelines and past examples of 

dissertations/projects/reports in order to find out about 

the characteristics of a good research project in my 

subject area. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement   

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 2: Generating ideas and formulating a research question 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

As part of the process of formulating a clearly defined 

subject or area of research, I have generated, 

discussed and evaluated ideas. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I have formulated a research question or hypothesis 

that is aligned to the area of research identified. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement   

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 3: Understanding ethics and integrity in research 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I recognise the importance of ethics in research. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I recognise the importance of integrity in research. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement   

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 4: Understanding examiners and working with supervisors 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I understand the role of the examiner(s) in evaluating 

my project/dissertation against the assessment criteria. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I have a good understanding of my role, responsibilities 

and expectations and a good understanding of my 

supervisor’s role, responsibilities and expectations. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement   

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I maintain a good working relationship with my 

supervisor. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement   

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 5: Using feedback 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can reflect on, evaluate and discuss feedback. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I make full use of feedback to improve my work and 

develop my project. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement   

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 

 



Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Preparing your research and managing your supervisor 

 

 19 © Oxford University Press 2017. All rights reserved. 

 

Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Project-management techniques 

Learning portfolio 

Module 2 

Learning portfolio: Approach 

The learning portfolio has been designed to enable students to evaluate, reflect on and evidence their level of competence in the areas covered 

by the modules, as identified in the learning outcomes. Each module is broken down into thematic sections. Each section consists of three parts. 

The three parts of each section are separate to make it easy to replicate or split up the different sections, if for example, it is decided that the 

tutor needs to complete Part 3 both before and after the module. 

Part 1: Competencies: The student is provided with a list of competencies, based on the learning outcomes, and a list of possible answers 

from which they should select one. This can be completed as a skills audit: 

• Before taking the module 

• After the module is completed 

• Before and after the module in order to evaluate the learning achieved.  

Part 2: Evidence of experience and statement of competence: The student provides evidence of the skills and knowledge they have 

gained as a result of completing the module. In particular, they are encouraged to provide examples of how they have used the skills and 

knowledge in their project or dissertation. In doing this, they may consider using the STAR model:  

Situation What was the context? Provide a concise description of what took place, the situation or stage of the project. 

Task What needed to be done and why? 

Action What did you do? Provide details of the stages of action and how you did it. 

Results What were the results of your actions? Use this section to explain what you achieved and to reflect on what you 

learnt from the experience. 

 

Part 3: Tutor/Assessor feedback: This section provides space for remarks and suggestions. 
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Module 2: Project-management techniques 

Section 1: Understanding project scope 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I know the limits on my project in terms of the 

timescales, the resources needed and the scope of both 

the process and the finished piece(s) of work. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 2: Planning a research project 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can develop a project plan that allocates appropriate 

lengths of time to all stages of the project. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can define project aims and objectives and review 

them as the project progresses. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can establish appropriate data management practice 

and record the progress of the project on a regular 

basis. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 3: Working with supervisors and other stakeholders 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can work with my supervisor to identify project 

deadlines and deliverables that provide a timeframe for 

the project plan. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can conduct a stakeholder analysis and establish good 

working relationships through timely and appropriate 

interactions. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

When I am reviewing my project I draw on input from 

my supervisor and other stakeholders. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 

 



Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Project-management techniques 

 

 26 © Oxford University Press 2017. All rights reserved. 

 

Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 4: Managing risks and problems  

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can complete a risk analysis; identifying possible risks 

and ways to minimise their probability and/or level of 

impact. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can deal with delays or problems along the way by 

analysing the situation and I consider multiple solutions 

before deciding on and taking a course of action. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Managing your time 

Learning portfolio 

Module 3 

Learning portfolio: Approach 

The learning portfolio has been designed to enable students to evaluate, reflect on and evidence their level of competence in the areas covered 

by the modules, as identified in the learning outcomes. Each module is broken down into thematic sections. Each section consists of three parts. 

The three parts of each section are separate to make it easy to replicate or split up the different sections, if for example, it is decided that the 

tutor needs to complete Part 3 both before and after the module. 

Part 1: Competencies: The student is provided with a list of competencies, based on the learning outcomes, and a list of possible answers 

from which they should select one. This can be completed as a skills audit: 

• Before taking the module 

• After the module is completed 

• Before and after the module in order to evaluate the learning achieved.  

Part 2: Evidence of experience and statement of competence: The student provides evidence of the skills and knowledge they have 

gained as a result of completing the module. In particular, they are encouraged to provide examples of how they have used the skills and 

knowledge in their project or dissertation. In doing this, they may consider using the STAR model:  

Situation What was the context? Provide a concise description of what took place, the situation or stage of the project. 

Task What needed to be done and why? 

Action What did you do? Provide details of the stages of action and how you did it. 

Results What were the results of your actions? Use this section to explain what you achieved and to reflect on what you 

learnt from the experience. 

 

Part 3: Tutor/Assessor feedback: This section provides space for remarks and suggestions. 
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Module 3: Managing your time 

Section 1: Using time management strategies and tools 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I have an overview of all my study and non-academic 

time commitments and use this information to inform 

the development of a realistic timetable. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I break down the project into tasks and timetable these 

as part of a daily time-management process. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I am familiar with a range of time-management 

techniques and strategies and can use them to make 

best use of my time. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 2: Monitoring and reflecting 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I regularly write notes relating to the project process 

and use this record to inform the project reviews. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I monitor and reflect on my own practice, recognising 

how behavioural traits such as perfectionism and 

procrastination can have a negative impact on my 

performance. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
The literature review 

Learning portfolio 

Module 4 

Learning portfolio: Approach 

The learning portfolio has been designed to enable students to evaluate, reflect on and evidence their level of competence in the areas covered 

by the modules, as identified in the learning outcomes. Each module is broken down into thematic sections. Each section consists of three parts. 

The three parts of each section are separate to make it easy to replicate or split up the different sections, if for example, it is decided that the 

tutor needs to complete Part 3 both before and after the module. 

Part 1: Competencies: The student is provided with a list of competencies, based on the learning outcomes, and a list of possible answers 

from which they should select one. This can be completed as a skills audit: 

• Before taking the module 

• After the module is completed 

• Before and after the module in order to evaluate the learning achieved.  

Part 2: Evidence of experience and statement of competence: The student provides evidence of the skills and knowledge they have 

gained as a result of completing the module. In particular, they are encouraged to provide examples of how they have used the skills and 

knowledge in their project or dissertation. In doing this, they may consider using the STAR model:  

Situation What was the context? Provide a concise description of what took place, the situation or stage of the project. 

Task What needed to be done and why? 

Action What did you do? Provide details of the stages of action and how you did it. 

Results What were the results of your actions? Use this section to explain what you achieved and to reflect on what you 

learnt from the experience. 

 

Part 3: Tutor/Assessor feedback: This section provides space for remarks and suggestions. 
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Module 4: The literature review 

Section 1: Understanding the literature review 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can identify the different requirements and purposes 

of a literature review. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can identify the kind of literature review I need to 

undertake. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 2: Searching the literature 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I know how to conduct a literature review. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can conduct a literature review that demonstrates 

how my new work differs from and contributes to the 

debates. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can use a range of techniques and tools when 

searching the literature. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can understand the importance of selectively 

searching the literature using subject-specific or 

specialist tools. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   
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Evidence of experience and statement of competence 

 

Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 3: Recording and structuring the literature review 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can critically evaluate the literature. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can use notemaking skills and paraphrasing to record 

and summarise the literature. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can organise and structure my literature review with 

an introduction, main body and conclusion. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
The literature review 

Learning portfolio 

Module 5 

Learning portfolio: Approach 

The learning portfolio has been designed to enable students to evaluate, reflect on and evidence their level of competence in the areas covered 

by the modules, as identified in the learning outcomes. Each module is broken down into thematic sections. Each section consists of three parts. 

The three parts of each section are separate to make it easy to replicate or split up the different sections, if for example, it is decided that the 

tutor needs to complete Part 3 both before and after the module. 

Part 1: Competencies: The student is provided with a list of competencies, based on the learning outcomes, and a list of possible answers 

from which they should select one. This can be completed as a skills audit: 

• Before taking the module 

• After the module is completed 

• Before and after the module in order to evaluate the learning achieved.  

Part 2: Evidence of experience and statement of competence: The student provides evidence of the skills and knowledge they have 

gained as a result of completing the module. In particular, they are encouraged to provide examples of how they have used the skills and 

knowledge in their project or dissertation. In doing this, they may consider using the STAR model:  

Situation What was the context? Provide a concise description of what took place, the situation or stage of the project. 

Task What needed to be done and why? 

Action What did you do? Provide details of the stages of action and how you did it. 

Results What were the results of your actions? Use this section to explain what you achieved and to reflect on what you 

learnt from the experience. 

 

Part 3: Tutor/Assessor feedback: This section provides space for remarks and suggestions. 
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Module 5: The importance of ethics 

Section 1: Understanding the key principles of research ethics 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I have a firm understanding of the key principles of 

research ethics.  

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can make well-informed decisions about structuring 

and conducting research based on the key principles of 

research ethics. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can define ethics terms. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Section 2: Understanding ethics approval 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I know when to get ethics approval. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Section 3: Understanding informed consent 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I know what information to give participants so that 

they can give informed consent. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I understand, and can follow, the processes relating to 

obtaining parental or carer consent. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Section 4: Understanding confidentiality   

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I know how to ensure and maintain the confidentiality 

and anonymity of participants. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can explain the limits of confidentiality to participants. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can respond to participants’ questions and concerns. 

 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Research methodology and methods 

Learning portfolio 

Module 6 

Learning portfolio: Approach 

The learning portfolio has been designed to enable students to evaluate, reflect on and evidence their level of competence in the areas covered 

by the modules, as identified in the learning outcomes. Each module is broken down into thematic sections. Each section consists of three parts. 

The three parts of each section are separate to make it easy to replicate or split up the different sections, if for example, it is decided that the 

tutor needs to complete Part 3 both before and after the module. 

Part 1: Competencies: The student is provided with a list of competencies, based on the learning outcomes, and a list of possible answers 

from which they should select one. This can be completed as a skills audit: 

• Before taking the module 

• After the module is completed 

• Before and after the module in order to evaluate the learning achieved.  

Part 2: Evidence of experience and statement of competence: The student provides evidence of the skills and knowledge they have 

gained as a result of completing the module. In particular, they are encouraged to provide examples of how they have used the skills and 

knowledge in their project or dissertation. In doing this, they may consider using the STAR model:  

Situation What was the context? Provide a concise description of what took place, the situation or stage of the project. 

Task What needed to be done and why? 

Action What did you do? Provide details of the stages of action and how you did it. 

Results What were the results of your actions? Use this section to explain what you achieved and to reflect on what you 

learnt from the experience. 

 

Part 3: Tutor/Assessor feedback: This section provides space for remarks and suggestions. 
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Module 6: Research methodology and methods 

Section 1: Understanding definitions 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I understand the difference between methodology and 

methods. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can define what is meant by methodology. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can define what is meant by methods. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Section 2: Choosing methods and methodology 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I know how to align my specific methodology with my 

research question or hypothesis. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I know which methods will enable me to answer my 

research question. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 

 

Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 3: Understanding qualitative research methods 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can understand the nature of qualitative research 

methods. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can understand the four main groups that can inform 

qualitative research. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Section 4: Understanding quantitative research methods 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can understand the defining features of quantitative 

research. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can identify the difference between a dependent and 

independent variable. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can understand a hypothesis and null hypothesis. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Section 5: Choosing the right methods 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can identify the differences between qualitative and 

quantitative data. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can design a research project that has a well-defined 

question/hypothesis. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can understand issues relating to validity and 

reliability. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Data collection methods 

Learning portfolio 

Module 7 

Learning portfolio: Approach 

The learning portfolio has been designed to enable students to evaluate, reflect on and evidence their level of competence in the areas covered 

by the modules, as identified in the learning outcomes. Each module is broken down into thematic sections. Each section consists of three parts. 

The three parts of each section are separate to make it easy to replicate or split up the different sections, if for example, it is decided that the 

tutor needs to complete Part 3 both before and after the module. 

Part 1: Competencies: The student is provided with a list of competencies, based on the learning outcomes, and a list of possible answers 

from which they should select one. This can be completed as a skills audit: 

• Before taking the module 

• After the module is completed 

• Before and after the module in order to evaluate the learning achieved.  

Part 2: Evidence of experience and statement of competence: The student provides evidence of the skills and knowledge they have 

gained as a result of completing the module. In particular, they are encouraged to provide examples of how they have used the skills and 

knowledge in their project or dissertation. In doing this, they may consider using the STAR model:  

Situation What was the context? Provide a concise description of what took place, the situation or stage of the project. 

Task What needed to be done and why? 

Action What did you do? Provide details of the stages of action and how you did it. 

Results What were the results of your actions? Use this section to explain what you achieved and to reflect on what you 

learnt from the experience. 

 

Part 3: Tutor/Assessor feedback: This section provides space for remarks and suggestions. 
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Module 7: Data collection methods 

Section 1: Understanding research methods 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can identify the appropriate questions to ask in an 

interview or focus group. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can understand and identify the different question 

types that can be used in a questionnaire or survey. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can identify the stages in an observation. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can understand the defining features of a case study. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   
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Evidence of experience and statement of competence 

 

Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 2: Understanding third-party resources 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can understand how third-party resources can 

contribute to research. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can recognise the properties of archives and artefacts. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Section 3: Using secondary data 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can understand what contributes to secondary data. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can identify the strengths and weaknesses of 

secondary data. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can identify the potential use for secondary data in 

my research. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Section 4: Understanding experimental approaches 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can define what is meant by a field or natural 

experiment. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can identify the advantages and limitations of field 

and natural experiments. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can understand how to identify and control 

independent and dependent variables as part of an 

experimental approach. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Data analysis 

Learning portfolio 

Module 8 

Learning portfolio: Approach 

The learning portfolio has been designed to enable students to evaluate, reflect on and evidence their level of competence in the areas covered 

by the modules, as identified in the learning outcomes. Each module is broken down into thematic sections. Each section consists of three parts. 

The three parts of each section are separate to make it easy to replicate or split up the different sections, if for example, it is decided that the 

tutor needs to complete Part 3 both before and after the module. 

Part 1: Competencies: The student is provided with a list of competencies, based on the learning outcomes, and a list of possible answers 

from which they should select one. This can be completed as a skills audit: 

• Before taking the module 

• After the module is completed 

• Before and after the module in order to evaluate the learning achieved.  

Part 2: Evidence of experience and statement of competence: The student provides evidence of the skills and knowledge they have 

gained as a result of completing the module. In particular, they are encouraged to provide examples of how they have used the skills and 

knowledge in their project or dissertation. In doing this, they may consider using the STAR model:  

Situation What was the context? Provide a concise description of what took place, the situation or stage of the project. 

Task What needed to be done and why? 

Action What did you do? Provide details of the stages of action and how you did it. 

Results What were the results of your actions? Use this section to explain what you achieved and to reflect on what you 

learnt from the experience. 

 

Part 3: Tutor/Assessor feedback: This section provides space for remarks and suggestions. 
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Module 8: Data analysis 

Section 1: Understanding qualitative data analysis 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can understand the three elements of data analysis. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can describe an open code and an axial code. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Section 2: Understanding data 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can identify the difference between nominal, ordinal, 

interval and ratio data. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can determine an appropriate statistical procedure. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can work out the mode, median, mean and range of a 

series of numbers. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can describe the Gaussian curve. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   
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Evidence of experience and statement of competence 

 

Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 3: Understanding advantages and disadvantages of data 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can understand the advantages and disadvantages of 

qualitative data. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can understand the advantages and disadvantages of 

quantitative data. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Structuring the argument and chapters 

Learning portfolio 

Module 9 

Learning portfolio: Approach 

The learning portfolio has been designed to enable students to evaluate, reflect on and evidence their level of competence in the areas covered 

by the modules, as identified in the learning outcomes. Each module is broken down into thematic sections. Each section consists of three parts. 

The three parts of each section are separate to make it easy to replicate or split up the different sections, if for example, it is decided that the 

tutor needs to complete Part 3 both before and after the module. 

Part 1: Competencies: The student is provided with a list of competencies, based on the learning outcomes, and a list of possible answers 

from which they should select one. This can be completed as a skills audit: 

• Before taking the module 

• After the module is completed 

• Before and after the module in order to evaluate the learning achieved.  

Part 2: Evidence of experience and statement of competence: The student provides evidence of the skills and knowledge they have 

gained as a result of completing the module. In particular, they are encouraged to provide examples of how they have used the skills and 

knowledge in their project or dissertation. In doing this, they may consider using the STAR model:  

Situation What was the context? Provide a concise description of what took place, the situation or stage of the project. 

Task What needed to be done and why? 

Action What did you do? Provide details of the stages of action and how you did it. 

Results What were the results of your actions? Use this section to explain what you achieved and to reflect on what you 

learnt from the experience. 

 

Part 3: Tutor/Assessor feedback: This section provides space for remarks and suggestions. 
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Module 9: Structuring the argument and chapters 

Section 1: Understanding arguments 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can understand the way an argument is constructed. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can identify the most appropriate argument structure 

to use. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 2: Understanding how to use evidence 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can link the evidence to the argument. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can use evidence to demonstrate a clear line of 

reasoning in my argument. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 3: Structuring the dissertation 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can identify the key components of a dissertation. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Writing up and disseminating your research 

Learning portfolio 

Module 10 

Learning portfolio: Approach 

The learning portfolio has been designed to enable students to evaluate, reflect on and evidence their level of competence in the areas covered 

by the modules, as identified in the learning outcomes. Each module is broken down into thematic sections. Each section consists of three parts. 

The three parts of each section are separate to make it easy to replicate or split up the different sections, if for example, it is decided that the 

tutor needs to complete Part 3 both before and after the module. 

Part 1: Competencies: The student is provided with a list of competencies, based on the learning outcomes, and a list of possible answers 

from which they should select one. This can be completed as a skills audit: 

• Before taking the module 

• After the module is completed 

• Before and after the module in order to evaluate the learning achieved.  

Part 2: Evidence of experience and statement of competence: The student provides evidence of the skills and knowledge they have 

gained as a result of completing the module. In particular, they are encouraged to provide examples of how they have used the skills and 

knowledge in their project or dissertation. In doing this, they may consider using the STAR model:  

Situation What was the context? Provide a concise description of what took place, the situation or stage of the project. 

Task What needed to be done and why? 

Action What did you do? Provide details of the stages of action and how you did it. 

Results What were the results of your actions? Use this section to explain what you achieved and to reflect on what you 

learnt from the experience. 

 

Part 3: Tutor/Assessor feedback: This section provides space for remarks and suggestions. 
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Module 10: Writing up and disseminating your research 

Section 1: Writing a first draft 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can identify the stages of structuring a draft. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can identify strategies to help me overcome writer’s 

block. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I know how to refine my first draft. Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 2: Understanding referencing 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I can understand the importance of referencing to 

avoid plagiarism. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I can identify the differences between analysis and 

synthesis. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Section 3: Disseminating the work 

Competencies Possible answers 

Before 

module 

After 

module 

I understand the different ways in which research may 

be disseminated. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

I understand the process by which to disseminate the 

dissertation. 

Yes, I can do this well   

Yes, though there is room for improvement    

Not very well, there is a lot of room for improvement   

No, not at all   

Evidence of experience and statement of competence 
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Tutor/Assessor feedback 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Preparing your research and managing your supervisor 

Assessment framework 

Assessment rubric and marking sheet 

For each module the learning outcomes serve as the basis of an assessment rubric. The assessment criteria will not be mapped onto particular 

grades or percentages because these are not consistently used across the HE sector. They will instead be classified as excellent, very good, 

good, acceptable and unacceptable, which can be easily mapped onto a university’s grading system. 

 

As the rubric is derived from the learning outcomes, it maps onto the learning portfolio and can be used to inform the remarks and suggestions 

provided in the Tutor/Assessor feedback section. It can also be used for assessment for the coursework and portfolio of learning (see marking 

sheet). 
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Example assessment rubric and marking sheet 

Assessment rubric: Module 1 – Preparing your research and managing your supervisor 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding 

dissertations and 

projects 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

differences between 

dissertations/projects 

and other types of 

written assessment 

and the attributes and 

characteristics of a 

good dissertation. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

differences between 

dissertations/projects 

and other types of 

written assessment 

and the attributes and 

characteristics of a 

good dissertation. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

differences between 

dissertations/projects 

and other types of 

written assessment 

and the attributes and 

characteristics of a 

good dissertation. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

differences between 

dissertations/projects 

and other types of 

written assessment 

and the attributes and 

characteristics of a 

good dissertation. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

differences between 

dissertations/projects 

and other types of 

written assessment 

and the attributes and 

characteristics of a 

good dissertation. 

Shows excellent 

evidence of having 

used subject specific 

guidelines and past 

examples of 

projects/dissertations 

in order to find out 

about the 

characteristics of a 

good 

project/dissertation in 

their subject area. 

Shows very good 

evidence of having 

used subject specific 

guidelines and past 

examples of 

projects/dissertations 

in order to find out 

about the 

characteristics of a 

good 

project/dissertation in 

their subject area. 

Shows good evidence 

of having used subject 

specific guidelines and 

past examples of 

projects/dissertations 

in order to find out 

about the 

characteristics of a 

good 

project/dissertation in 

their subject area. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

having used subject 

specific guidelines and 

past examples of 

projects/dissertations 

in order to find out 

about the 

characteristics of a 

good 

project/dissertation in 

their subject area. 

Does not show 

evidence of having 

used subject specific 

guidelines and past 

examples of 

projects/dissertations 

in order to find out 

about the 

characteristics of a 

good 

project/dissertation in 

their subject area. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Generating ideas and 

formulating a 

research question 

Shows excellent 

evidence of having 

generated, discussed 

and evaluated multiple 

ideas as part of the 

process of identifying a 

clearly defined and 

focused subject or 

area of research. 

Shows very good 

evidence of having 

generated, discussed 

and evaluated multiple 

ideas as part of the 

process of identifying a 

clearly defined and 

focused subject or 

area of research. 

Shows good evidence 

of having generated, 

discussed and 

evaluated multiple 

ideas as part of the 

process of identifying a 

clearly defined and 

focused subject or 

area of research. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

having generated, 

discussed and 

evaluated multiple 

ideas as part of the 

process of identifying a 

clearly defined and 

focused subject or 

area of research. 

Does not show 

evidence of having 

generated, discussed 

and evaluated multiple 

ideas as part of the 

process of identifying a 

clearly defined and 

focused subject or 

area of research. 

Shows excellent 

evidence of having 

begun to develop a 

conceptual framework 

and identify how to 

formulate a research 

question or hypothesis 

that is aligned to the 

area of research 

identified.  

Shows very good 

evidence of having 

begun to develop a 

conceptual framework 

and identify how to 

formulate a research 

question or hypothesis 

that is aligned to the 

area of research 

identified.  

Shows good evidence 

of having begun to 

develop a conceptual 

framework and identify 

how to formulate a 

research question or 

hypothesis that is 

aligned to the area of 

research identified.  

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

having begun to 

develop a conceptual 

framework and identify 

how to formulate a 

research question or 

hypothesis that is 

aligned to the area of 

research identified.  

Does not show 

evidence of having 

begun to develop a 

conceptual framework 

and identify how to 

formulate a research 

question or hypothesis 

that is aligned to the 

area of research 

identified.  

Understanding ethics 

and integrity in 

research  

Shows excellent 

recognition of the 

importance of ethics 

and integrity in 

research. 

Shows very good 

recognition of the 

importance of ethics 

and integrity in 

research. 

Shows good 

recognition of the 

importance of ethics 

and integrity in 

research. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited recognition of 

the importance of 

ethics and integrity in 

research. 

Does not show 

recognition of the 

importance of ethics 

and integrity in 

research. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding 

examiners 

Shows an excellent 

level of recognition of 

the role of the 

examiner(s) in 

evaluating their 

project/dissertation 

against the assessment 

criteria. 

Shows a very good 

level of recognition of 

the role of the 

examiner(s) in 

evaluating their 

project/dissertation 

against the assessment 

criteria. 

Shows a good level of 

recognition of the role 

of the examiner(s) in 

evaluating their 

project/dissertation 

against the assessment 

criteria. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited recognition of 

the role of the 

examiner(s) in 

evaluating their 

project/dissertation 

against the assessment 

criteria. 

Does not show 

recognition of the role 

of the examiner(s) in 

evaluating their 

project/dissertation 

against the assessment 

criteria. 

Recognising own role Shows excellent 

understanding of their 

roles and 

responsibilities. 

Shows very good 

understanding of their 

roles and 

responsibilities. 

Shows good 

understanding of their 

roles and 

responsibilities. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of their roles and 

responsibilities. 

Does not show 

understanding of their 

roles and 

responsibilities. 

Working with 

supervisors 

Shows excellent 

understanding of their 

supervisor’s roles, 

responsibilities and 

expectations. 

Shows very good 

understanding of their 

supervisor’s roles, 

responsibilities and 

expectations. 

Shows good 

understanding of their 

supervisor’s roles, 

responsibilities and 

expectations. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of their supervisor’s 

roles, responsibilities 

and expectations. 

Does not show 

understanding of their 

supervisor’s roles, 

responsibilities and 

expectations. 

Shows excellent 

evidence of having 

begun to establish a 

good working 

relationship with their 

supervisor. 

Shows very good 

evidence of having 

begun to establish a 

good working 

relationship with their 

supervisor. 

Shows good evidence 

of having begun to 

establish a good 

working relationship 

with their supervisor. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

having begun to 

establish a good 

working relationship 

with their supervisor. 

Does not show 

evidence of having 

begun to establish a 

good working 

relationship with their 

supervisor. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Shows excellent 

evidence of having 

maintained a good 

working relationship 

with their supervisor. 

Shows very good 

evidence of having 

maintained a good 

working relationship 

with their supervisor. 

Shows good evidence 

of having maintained a 

good working 

relationship with their 

supervisor. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

having maintained a 

good working 

relationship with their 

supervisor. 

Does not show 

evidence of having 

maintained a good 

working relationship 

with their supervisor. 

Using feedback Shows excellent 

evidence of having 

reflected on, evaluated 

and discussed 

feedback. 

Shows very good 

evidence of having 

reflected on, evaluated 

and discussed 

feedback. 

Shows good evidence 

of having reflected on, 

evaluated and 

discussed feedback. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

having reflected on, 

evaluated and 

discussed feedback. 

Does not show 

evidence of having 

reflected on, evaluated 

and discussed 

feedback. 

Shows excellent 

evidence of having 

used feedback to 

make appropriate 

changes and 

amendments to the 

work assessed, to 

develop the project 

plan and format and 

inform the future 

stages of research and 

writing. 

Shows very good 

evidence of having 

used feedback to 

make appropriate 

changes and 

amendments to the 

work assessed, to 

develop the project 

plan and format and 

inform the future 

stages of research and 

writing. 

Shows good evidence 

of having used 

feedback to make 

appropriate changes 

and amendments to 

the work assessed, to 

develop the project 

plan and format and 

inform the future 

stages of research and 

writing. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

having used feedback 

to make appropriate 

changes and 

amendments to the 

work assessed, to 

develop the project 

plan and format and 

inform the future 

stages of research and 

writing. 

Does not show 

evidence of having 

used feedback to make 

appropriate changes 

and amendments to 

the work assessed, to 

develop the project 

plan and format or 

inform the future 

stages of research and 

writing. 
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Marking sheet: Module 1 – Preparing your research and managing your supervisor 

Candidate Marker 

  

Section Understanding dissertations and projects 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Generating ideas and formulating a research question 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Understanding ethics and integrity in research 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Understanding examiners 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Recognising own role 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Working with supervisors 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Using feedback 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 



Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction  
Preparing your research and managing your supervisor 

 

 100 © Oxford University Press 2017. All rights reserved. 

 

Total mark …… out of …… 

General comments 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Project-management techniques 

Example assessment rubric and marking sheet 

Assessment rubric: Module 2 – Project-management techniques 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding 

project scope 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

limits on their project 

in terms of the 

timescales, the 

resources needed and 

the scope of both the 

process and the 

finished piece(s) of 

work. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

limits on their project 

in terms of the 

timescales, the 

resources needed and 

the scope of both the 

process and the 

finished piece(s) of 

work. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

limits on their project 

in terms of the 

timescales, the 

resources needed and 

the scope of both the 

process and the 

finished piece(s) of 

work. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of  the limits on their 

project in terms of the 

timescales, the 

resources needed and 

the scope of both the 

process and the 

finished piece(s) of 

work. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

limits on their project 

in terms of the 

timescales, the 

resources needed and 

the scope of both the 

process and the 

finished piece(s) of 

work. 

Planning a research 

project 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

life cycle of a research 

project and the 

importance of 

producing a project 

plan that allocates 

appropriate lengths of 

time to all stages of 

the project. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

life cycle of a research 

project and the 

importance of 

producing a project 

plan that allocates 

appropriate lengths of 

time to all stages of 

the project. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

life cycle of a research 

project and the 

importance of 

producing a project 

plan that allocates 

appropriate lengths of 

time to all stages of 

the project. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the life cycle of a 

research project and 

the importance of 

producing a project 

plan that allocates 

appropriate lengths of 

time to all stages of 

the project. 

Does not show 

evidence of 

understanding of the 

life cycle of a research 

project and the 

importance of 

producing a project 

plan that allocates 

appropriate lengths of 

time to all stages of 

the project. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Shows excellent 

evidence of being able 

to define project aims 

and objectives and 

review them as the 

project progresses 

Shows very good 

evidence of being able 

to define project aims 

and objectives and 

review them as the 

project progresses 

Shows good evidence 

of being able to define 

project aims and 

objectives and review 

them as the project 

progresses.  

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

being able to define 

project aims and 

objectives and review 

them as the project 

progresses 

Does not show 

evidence of being able 

to define project aims 

and objectives and 

review them as the 

project progresses 

Shows excellent 

recognition of the 

importance of 

establishing good and 

appropriate data 

management practice 

from the beginning of 

the project.  

Shows very good 

recognition of the 

importance of 

establishing good and 

appropriate data 

management practice 

from the beginning of 

the project. 

Shows good 

recognition of the 

importance of 

establishing good and 

appropriate data 

management practice 

from the beginning of 

the project.  

Shows acceptable but 

limited recognition of 

the importance of 

establishing good and 

appropriate data 

management practice 

from the beginning of 

the project.  

Does not show 

recognition of the 

importance of 

establishing good and 

appropriate data 

management practice 

from the beginning of 

the project.  

Working with 

supervisors and 

other stakeholders 

Shows excellent ability 

to be able to work with 

their supervisor to 

identify project 

deadlines and 

deliverables that 

provide a timeframe 

for the project plan. 

Shows very good 

ability to be able to 

work with their 

supervisor to identify 

project deadlines and 

deliverables that 

provide a timeframe 

for the project plan. 

Shows good ability to 

be able to work with 

their supervisor to 

identify project 

deadlines and 

deliverables that 

provide a timeframe 

for the project plan. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited ability to be 

able to work with their 

supervisor to identify 

project deadlines and 

deliverables that 

provide a timeframe 

for the project plan. 

Does not show ability 

to be able to work with 

their supervisor to 

identify project 

deadlines and 

deliverables that 

provide a timeframe 

for the project plan. 

Shows excellent ability 

to conduct a 

stakeholder analysis 

and establish good 

working relationships 

Shows very good 

ability to conduct a 

stakeholder analysis 

and establish good 

working relationships 

Shows good ability to 

conduct a stakeholder 

analysis and establish 

good working 

relationships through 

Shows acceptable but 

limited ability to 

conduct a stakeholder 

analysis and establish 

good working 

Does not show ability 

to conduct a 

stakeholder analysis 

and establish good 

working relationships 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

through timely and 

appropriate 

interactions. 

through timely and 

appropriate 

interactions.  

timely and appropriate 

interactions. 

relationships through 

timely and appropriate 

interactions. 

through timely and 

appropriate 

interactions. 

Shows excellent 

evidence of drawing on 

input from their 

supervisor and other 

stakeholders when 

reviewing the project.  

Shows very good 

evidence of drawing on 

input from their 

supervisor and other 

stakeholders when 

reviewing the project.  

Shows good evidence 

of drawing on input 

from their supervisor 

and other stakeholders 

when reviewing the 

project.  

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

drawing on input from 

their supervisor and 

other stakeholders 

when reviewing the 

project. 

Does not show 

evidence of drawing on 

input from their 

supervisor and other 

stakeholders when 

reviewing the project.  

Managing risks and 

problems 

Shows excellent 

evidence of completing 

a risk analysis; 

identifying possible 

risks and ways to 

minimise their 

probability and/or level 

of impact 

Shows very good 

evidence of completing 

a risk analysis; 

identifying possible 

risks and ways to 

minimise their 

probability and/or level 

of impact 

Shows good evidence 

of completing a risk 

analysis; identifying 

possible risks and ways 

to minimise their 

probability and/or level 

of impact 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

completing a risk 

analysis; identifying 

possible risks and ways 

to minimise their 

probability and/or level 

of impact 

Does not show 

evidence of completing 

a risk analysis; 

identifying possible 

risks and ways to 

minimise their 

probability and/or level 

of impact 

Shows excellent 

evidence of managing 

delays or problems 

along the way by 

analysing the situation 

and considering 

multiple solutions 

before deciding on and 

taking a course of 

action.   

Shows very good 

evidence of managing 

delays or problems 

along the way by 

analysing the situation 

and considering 

multiple solutions 

before deciding on and 

taking a course of 

action.   

Shows good evidence 

of managing delays or 

problems along the 

way by analysing the 

situation and 

considering multiple 

solutions before 

deciding on and taking 

a course of action.   

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

managing delays or 

problems along the 

way by analysing the 

situation and 

considering multiple 

solutions before 

deciding on and taking 

a course of action.   

Does not show 

evidence of managing 

delays or problems 

along the way by 

analysing the situation 

and considering 

multiple solutions 

before deciding on and 

taking a course of 

action.   
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Marking sheet: Module 2 – Project-management techniques 

Candidate Marker 

  

Section Understanding project scope 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Planning a research project 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Working with supervisors and other stakeholders 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Managing risks and problems 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Total mark …… out of …… 

General comments 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Managing your time 

Example assessment rubric and marking sheet 

Assessment rubric: Module 3 – Managing your time 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Using time 

management 

strategies and tools 

Shows excellent 

evidence of having an 

overview of all their 

study and non-

academic time 

commitments and uses 

this information to 

inform the 

development of a 

realistic timetable. 

Shows very good 

evidence of having an 

overview of all their 

study and non-

academic time 

commitments and uses 

this information to 

inform the 

development of a 

realistic timetable. 

Shows good evidence 

of having an overview 

of all their study and 

non-academic time 

commitments and uses 

this information to 

inform the 

development of a 

realistic timetable. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

having an overview of 

all their study and non-

academic time 

commitments and uses 

this information to 

inform the 

development of a 

realistic timetable. 

Does not show 

evidence of having an 

overview of all their 

study and non-

academic time 

commitments and uses 

this information to 

inform the 

development of a 

realistic timetable. 

Shows excellent 

evidence of having 

broken the project 

down into tasks which 

have been timetabled 

as part of a daily time-

management process. 

Shows very good 

evidence of having 

broken the project 

down into tasks which 

have been timetabled 

as part of a daily time-

management process. 

Shows good evidence 

of having broken the 

project down into tasks 

which have been 

timetabled as part of a 

daily time-

management process. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

having broken the 

project down into tasks 

which have been 

timetabled as part of a 

daily time-

management process. 

Does not show 

evidence of having 

broken the project 

down into tasks which 

have been timetabled 

as part of a daily time-

management process. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Shows excellent 

evidence of familiarity 

with a range of time-

management 

techniques and 

strategies and can use 

them to make best use 

of their time. 

Shows very good 

evidence of familiarity 

with a range of time-

management 

techniques and 

strategies and can use 

them to make best use 

of their time. 

Shows good evidence 

of familiarity with a 

range of time-

management 

techniques and 

strategies and can use 

them to make best use 

of their time. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

familiarity with a range 

of time-management 

techniques and 

strategies and can use 

them to make best use 

of their time. 

Does not show 

evidence of familiarity 

with a range of time-

management 

techniques and 

strategies and can use 

them to make best use 

of their time. 

Monitoring and 

reflecting 

Shows excellent 

evidence of regularly 

writing notes relating 

to the project process 

and using this record 

to inform the project 

reviews. 

Shows very good 

evidence of regularly 

writing notes relating 

to the project process 

and using this record 

to inform the project 

reviews. 

Shows good evidence 

of regularly writing 

notes relating to the 

project process and 

using this record to 

inform the project 

reviews. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

regularly writing notes 

relating to the project 

process and using this 

record to inform the 

project reviews. 

Does not show 

evidence of regularly 

writing notes relating 

to the project process 

and using this record 

to inform the project 

reviews. 

Shows excellent 

evidence of monitoring 

and reflecting on their 

own practice, 

recognising how 

behavioural traits like 

perfectionism and 

procrastination can 

have a negative impact 

on performance. 

Shows very good 

evidence of monitoring 

and reflecting on their 

own practice, 

recognising how 

behavioural traits like 

perfectionism and 

procrastination can 

have a negative impact 

on performance. 

Shows good evidence 

of monitoring and 

reflecting on their own 

practice, recognising 

how behavioural traits 

like perfectionism and 

procrastination can 

have a negative impact 

on performance. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited evidence of 

monitoring and 

reflecting on their own 

practice, recognising 

how behavioural traits 

like perfectionism and 

procrastination can 

have a negative impact 

on performance. 

Does not show 

evidence of monitoring 

and reflecting on their 

own practice, 

recognising how 

behavioural traits like 

perfectionism and 

procrastination can 

have a negative impact 

on performance. 
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Marking sheet: Module 3 – Managing your time 

Candidate Marker 

  

Section Using time management strategies and tools 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Monitoring and reflecting 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Total mark …… out of …… 

General comments 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
The literature review 

Example assessment rubric and marking sheet 

Assessment rubric: Module 4 – The literature review 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding the 

literature review 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

different requirements 

and purposes of a 

literature review. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

different requirements 

and purposes of a 

literature review. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

different requirements 

and purposes of a 

literature review. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the different 

requirements and 

purposes of a literature 

review. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

different requirements 

and purposes of a 

literature review. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

kind of literature 

review that needs to 

be undertaken. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

kind of literature 

review that needs to 

be undertaken. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

kind of literature 

review that needs to 

be undertaken. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the kind of literature 

review that needs to 

be undertaken. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

kind of literature 

review that needs to 

be undertaken. 

Searching the 

literature 

Provides excellent 

evidence of knowing 

how to conduct a 

literature review. 

Provides very good 

evidence knowing how 

to conduct a literature 

review. 

Provides good evidence 

of knowing how to 

conduct a literature 

review. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence 

knowing how to 

conduct a literature 

review. 

Does not provide 

evidence of knowing 

how to conduct a 

literature review. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of conducting 

a literature review that 

demonstrates how the 

new work differs from 

and contributes to the 

debates. 

Provides very good 

evidence of conducting 

a literature review that 

demonstrates how the 

new work differs from 

and contributes to the 

debates. 

Provides good 

evidence of conducting 

a literature review that 

demonstrates how the 

new work differs from 

and contributes to the 

debates. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

conducting a literature 

review that 

demonstrates how the 

new work differs from 

and contributes to the 

debates. 

Does not provide 

evidence of conducting 

a literature review that 

demonstrates how the 

new work differs from 

and contributes to the 

debates. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Provides excellent 

evidence of using a 

range of techniques 

and tools when 

searching the 

literature. 

Provides very good 

evidence of using a 

range of techniques 

and tools when 

searching the 

literature. 

Provides good 

evidence of using a 

range of techniques 

and tools when 

searching the 

literature. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

using a range of 

techniques and tools 

when searching the 

literature. 

Does not provide 

evidence of using a 

range of techniques 

and tools when 

searching the 

literature. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of selectively 

searching the 

literature using 

subject-specific or 

specialist tools. 

Provides very good 

evidence of selectively 

searching the 

literature using 

subject-specific or 

specialist tools. 

Provides good 

evidence of selectively 

searching the 

literature using 

subject-specific or 

specialist tools. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

selectively searching 

the literature using 

subject-specific or 

specialist tools. 

Does not provide 

evidence of selectively 

searching the 

literature using 

subject-specific or 

specialist tools. 

Recording and 

structuring the 

literature review 

Provides excellent 

evidence of critically 

evaluating the 

literature. 

Provides very good 

evidence of critically 

evaluating the 

literature. 

Provides good 

evidence of critically 

evaluating the 

literature. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

critically evaluating 

the literature. 

Does not provide 

evidence of critically 

evaluating the 

literature. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of using 

notemaking skills and 

paraphrasing to record 

and summarise the 

literature. 

Provides very good 

evidence of using 

notemaking skills and 

paraphrasing to record 

and summarise the 

literature. 

Provides good 

evidence of using 

notemaking skills and 

paraphrasing to record 

and summarise the 

literature. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

using notemaking 

skills and paraphrasing 

to record and 

summarise the 

literature. 

Does not provide 

evidence of using 

notemaking skills and 

paraphrasing to record 

and summarise the 

literature. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Provides excellent 

evidence of having 

organised and 

structured the 

literature review with 

an introduction, main 

body and conclusion. 

Provides very good 

evidence of having 

organised and 

structured the 

literature review with 

an introduction, main 

body and conclusion. 

Provides good evidence 

of having organised 

and structured the 

literature review with 

an introduction, main 

body and conclusion. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

having organised and 

structured the 

literature review with 

an introduction, main 

body and conclusion. 

Does not provide 

evidence of having 

organised and 

structured the 

literature review with 

an introduction, main 

body and conclusion. 
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Marking sheet: Module 4 – The literature review 

Candidate Marker 

  

Section Understanding the literature 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Searching the literature 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Recording and structuring the literature review 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Total mark …… out of …… 

General comments 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
The importance of ethics 

Example assessment rubric and marking sheet 

Assessment rubric: Module 5 – The importance of ethics 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding the 

key principles of 

research ethics  

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

key principles of 

research ethics. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

key principles of 

research ethics. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

key principles of 

research ethics. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the key principles of 

research ethics. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

key principles of 

research ethics. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of making 

well-informed decisions 

about structuring and 

conducting research 

based on the key 

principles of research 

ethics. 

Provides very good 

evidence of making 

well-informed decisions 

about structuring and 

conducting research 

based on the key 

principles of research 

ethics. 

Provides good evidence 

of making well-

informed decisions 

about structuring and 

conducting research 

based on the key 

principles of research 

ethics. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

making well-informed 

decisions about 

structuring and 

conducting research 

based on the key 

principles of research 

ethics. 

Does not provide 

evidence of making 

well-informed decisions 

about structuring and 

conducting research 

based on the key 

principles of research 

ethics. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of ethics 

terms. 

Shows very good 

understanding of ethics 

terms. 

Shows good 

understanding of ethics 

terms. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of ethics terms.  

Does not show 

understanding of ethics 

terms. 

Understanding ethics 

approval 

Shows excellent 

understanding of when 

to get ethics approval. 

Shows very good 

understanding of when 

to get ethics approval. 

Shows good 

understanding of when 

to get ethics approval. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of when to get ethics 

approval. 

Does not show 

understanding of when 

to get ethics approval. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding 

informed consent 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

information 

participants require in 

order to give informed 

consent. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

information 

participants require in 

order to give informed 

consent. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

information 

participants require in 

order to give informed 

consent. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the information 

participants require in 

order to give informed 

consent. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

information 

participants require in 

order to give informed 

consent. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of 

understanding and 

following the processes 

relating to obtaining 

parental or carer 

consent. 

Provides very good 

evidence of 

understanding and 

following the processes 

relating to obtaining 

parental or carer 

consent. 

Provides good evidence 

of understanding and 

following the processes 

relating to obtaining 

parental or carer 

consent. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

understanding and 

following the processes 

relating to obtaining 

parental or carer 

consent. 

Does not provide 

evidence of 

understanding and 

following the processes 

relating to obtaining 

parental or carer 

consent. 

Understanding 

confidentiality 

Shows excellent 

understanding of how 

to ensure and maintain 

the confidentiality and 

anonymity of 

participants. 

Shows very good 

understanding of how 

to ensure and maintain 

the confidentiality and 

anonymity of 

participants. 

Shows good 

understanding of how 

to ensure and maintain 

the confidentiality and 

anonymity of 

participants. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of how to ensure and 

maintain the 

confidentiality and 

anonymity of 

participants. 

Does not show 

understanding of how 

to ensure and maintain 

the confidentiality and 

anonymity of 

participants. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of explaining 

the limits of 

confidentiality to 

participants. 

Provides very good 

evidence of explaining 

the limits of 

confidentiality to 

participants. 

Provides good evidence 

of explaining the limits 

of confidentiality to 

participants. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

explaining the limits of 

confidentiality to 

participants. 

Does not provide 

evidence of explaining 

the limits of 

confidentiality to 

participants. 



Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
The importance of ethics 

 

 119 © Oxford University Press 2017. All rights reserved. 

 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Shows excellent 

understanding of how 

to respond to 

participants’ questions 

and concerns. 

Shows very good 

understanding of how 

to respond to 

participants’ questions 

and concerns. 

Shows good 

understanding of how 

to respond to 

participants’ questions 

and concerns. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of how to respond to 

participants’ questions 

and concerns. 

Does not show 

understanding of how 

to respond to 

participants’ questions 

and concerns. 
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Marking sheet: Module 5 – The importance of ethics 

Candidate Marker 

  

Section Understanding the key principles of research ethics 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Understanding ethics approval 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Understanding informed consent 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 



Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
The importance of ethics 

 

 122 © Oxford University Press 2017. All rights reserved. 

 

Section Understanding confidentiality 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Total mark …… out of …… 

General comments 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Research methodology and methods 

Example assessment rubric and marking sheet 

Assessment rubric: Module 6 – Research methodology and methods 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding 

definitions 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

difference between 

methods and 

methodology. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

difference between 

methods and 

methodology. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

difference between 

methods and 

methodology. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the difference 

between methods and 

methodology.  

Does not show 

understanding of the 

difference between 

methods and 

methodology. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of what 

is meant by 

methodology. 

Shows very good 

understanding of what 

is meant by 

methodology. 

Shows good 

understanding of what 

is meant by 

methodology. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of what is meant by 

methodology. 

Does not show 

understanding of what 

is meant by 

methodology. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of what 

is meant by methods. 

Shows very good 

understanding of what 

is meant by methods. 

Shows good 

understanding of what 

is meant by methods. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of what is meant by 

methods. 

Does not show 

understanding of what 

is meant by methods. 

Choosing methods 

and methodology 

Provides excellent 

evidence of aligning 

research question or 

hypothesis with specific 

methodology. 

Provides very good 

evidence of aligning 

research question or 

hypothesis with specific 

methodology. 

Provides good evidence 

of aligning research 

question or hypothesis 

with specific 

methodology. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

aligning research 

question or hypothesis 

with specific 

methodology. 

Does not provide 

evidence of aligning 

research question or 

hypothesis with specific 

methodology. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Shows excellent 

understanding of which 

methods will enable 

the research question 

to be answered. 

Shows very good 

understanding of which 

methods will enable 

the research question 

to be answered. 

Shows good 

understanding of which 

methods will enable 

the research question 

to be answered. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of which methods will 

enable the research 

question to be 

answered. 

Does not show 

understanding of which 

methods will enable 

the research question 

to be answered. 

Understanding 

qualitative research 

methods 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

nature of qualitative 

research methods. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

nature of qualitative 

research methods. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

nature of qualitative 

research methods. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the nature of 

qualitative research 

methods. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

nature of qualitative 

research methods. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

four main groups that 

can inform qualitative 

research. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

four main groups that 

can inform qualitative 

research. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

four main groups that 

can inform qualitative 

research. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the four main groups 

that can inform 

qualitative research. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

four main groups that 

can inform qualitative 

research. 

Understanding 

quantitative research 

methods 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

defining features of 

quantitative research 

methods. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

defining features of 

quantitative research 

methods. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

defining features of 

quantitative research 

methods. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of defining features of 

quantitative research 

methods. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

defining features of 

quantitative research 

methods. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of identifying 

the difference between 

a dependent and 

independent variable. 

Provides very good 

evidence of identifying 

the difference between 

a dependent and 

independent variable. 

Provides good evidence 

of identifying the 

difference between a 

dependent and 

independent variable. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

identifying the 

difference between a 

dependent and 

independent variable. 

Does not provide 

evidence of identifying 

the difference between 

a dependent and 

independent variable. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Shows excellent 

understanding of a 

hypothesis and null 

hypothesis. 

Shows very good 

understanding of a 

hypothesis and null 

hypothesis. 

Shows good 

understanding of a 

hypothesis and null 

hypothesis. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of a hypothesis and 

null hypothesis. 

Does not show 

understanding of a 

hypothesis and null 

hypothesis. 

Choosing the right 

methods 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

differences between 

qualitative and 

quantitative data. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

differences between 

qualitative and 

quantitative data. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

differences between 

qualitative and 

quantitative data. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the differences 

between qualitative 

and quantitative data. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

differences between 

qualitative and 

quantitative data. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of designing a 

research project that 

has a well-defined 

question/hypothesis. 

Provides very good 

evidence of designing a 

research project that 

has a well-defined 

question/hypothesis. 

Provides good evidence 

of designing a research 

project that has a well-

defined 

question/hypothesis. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

designing a research 

project that has a well-

defined 

question/hypothesis. 

Does not provide 

evidence of designing a 

research project that 

has a well-defined 

question/hypothesis. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of 

issues relating to 

validity and reliability. 

Shows very good 

understanding of 

issues relating to 

validity and reliability. 

Shows good 

understanding of 

issues relating to 

validity and reliability. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of issues relating to 

validity and reliability. 

Does not show 

understanding of 

issues relating to 

validity and reliability. 
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Marking sheet: Module 6 – Research methodology and methods 

Candidate Marker 

  

Section Understanding definitions 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Choosing methods and methodology 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Understanding qualitative research methods 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 



Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Research methodology and methods 

 

 128 © Oxford University Press 2017. All rights reserved. 

 

Section Understanding quantitative research methods 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Choosing the right methods 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Total mark …… out of …… 

General comments 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Data collection methods 

Example assessment rubric and marking sheet 

Assessment rubric: Module 7 – Data collection methods 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding 

research methods 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

appropriate questions 

to ask in an interview 

or focus group. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

appropriate questions 

to ask in an interview 

or focus group. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

appropriate questions 

to ask in an interview 

or focus group. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the appropriate 

questions to ask in an 

interview or focus 

group. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

appropriate questions 

to ask in an interview 

or focus group. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

different question 

types that can be used 

in a questionnaire or 

survey. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

different question 

types that can be used 

in a questionnaire or 

survey. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

different question 

types that can be used 

in a questionnaire or 

survey. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the different 

question types that can 

be used in a 

questionnaire or 

survey. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

different question 

types that can be used 

in a questionnaire or 

survey. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

stages in an 

observation. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

stages in an 

observation. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

stages in an 

observation. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of stages in an 

observation. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

stages in an 

observation. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

defining features of a 

case study. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

defining features of a 

case study. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

defining features of a 

case study. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the defining features 

of a case study. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

defining features of a 

case study. 



Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Data collection methods 

 

 131 © Oxford University Press 2017. All rights reserved. 

 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding third 

party resources 

Shows excellent 

understanding of how 

third-party resources 

can contribute to 

research. 

Shows very good 

understanding of how 

third-party resources 

can contribute to 

research. 

Shows good 

understanding of how 

third-party resources 

can contribute to 

research. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of how third-party 

resources can 

contribute to research.  

Does not show 

understanding of how 

third-party resources 

can contribute to 

research. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

properties of archives 

and artefacts. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

properties of archives 

and artefacts. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

properties of archives 

and artefacts. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the properties of 

archives and artefacts. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

properties of archives 

and artefacts. 

Using secondary data Shows excellent 

understanding of what 

contributes to 

secondary data. 

Shows very good 

understanding of what 

contributes to 

secondary data. 

Shows good 

understanding of what 

contributes to 

secondary data. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of what contributes to 

secondary data. 

Does not show 

understanding of what 

contributes to 

secondary data. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of 

secondary data. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of 

secondary data. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of 

secondary data. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the strengths and 

weaknesses of 

secondary data. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of 

secondary data. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of how 

to use secondary data 

in research. 

Shows very good 

understanding of how 

to use secondary data 

in research. 

Shows good 

understanding of how 

to use secondary data 

in research. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of how to use 

secondary data in 

research. 

Does not show 

understanding of how 

to use secondary data 

in research. 

Understanding 

experimental 

approaches 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

definition of 'field' or 

natural experiment. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

definition of 'field' or 

natural experiment. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

definition of 'field' or 

natural experiment. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the definition of 

'field' or natural 

experiment. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

definition of 'field' or 

natural experiment. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

limitations of 'field' and 

natural experiments. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

limitations of 'field' and 

natural experiments. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

limitations of 'field' and 

natural experiments. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the advantages and 

limitations of 'field' and 

natural experiments. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

limitations of 'field' and 

natural experiments. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of 

identifying and 

controlling independent 

and dependent 

variables as part of an 

experimental approach. 

Shows very good 

understanding of 

identifying and 

controlling independent 

and dependent 

variables as part of an 

experimental approach. 

Shows good 

understanding of 

identifying and 

controlling independent 

and dependent 

variables as part of an 

experimental approach. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of identifying and 

controlling independent 

and dependent 

variables as part of an 

experimental approach. 

Does not show 

understanding of 

identifying and 

controlling independent 

and dependent 

variables as part of an 

experimental approach. 
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Marking sheet: Module 7 – Data collection methods 

Candidate Marker 

  

Section Understanding research methods 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Understanding third-party resources 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Using secondary data 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Understanding experimental approaches 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Total mark …… out of …… 

General comments 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Data analysis 

Example assessment rubric and marking sheet 

Assessment rubric: Module 8 – Data analysis 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding 

qualitative data 

analysis 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

three elements of data 

analysis. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

three elements of data 

analysis. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

three elements of data 

analysis. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the three elements 

of data analysis. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

three elements of data 

analysis. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of describing 

open and axial codes. 

Provides very good 

evidence of describing 

open and axial codes. 

Provides good evidence 

of describing open and 

axial codes.  

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

describing open and 

axial codes. 

Does not provide 

evidence of describing 

open and axial codes. 

Understanding data Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

difference between 

nominal, ordinal, 

interval and ratio data. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

difference between 

nominal, ordinal, 

interval and ratio data. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

difference between 

nominal, ordinal, 

interval and ratio data. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the difference 

between nominal, 

ordinal, interval and 

ratio data. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

difference between 

nominal, ordinal, 

interval and ratio data. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of 

determining an 

appropriate statistical 

procedure. 

Provides very good 

evidence of 

determining an 

appropriate statistical 

procedure. 

Provides good evidence 

of determining an 

appropriate statistical 

procedure. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

determining an 

appropriate statistical 

procedure. 

Does not provide 

evidence of 

determining an 

appropriate statistical 

procedure. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Provides excellent 

evidence of working 

out the mode, median, 

mean and range of a 

series of numbers. 

Provides very good 

evidence of working 

out the mode, median, 

mean and range of a 

series of numbers. 

Provides good evidence 

of working out the 

mode, median, mean 

and range of a series 

of numbers.  

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

working out the mode, 

median, mean and 

range of a series of 

numbers. 

Does not provide 

evidence of working 

out the mode, median, 

mean and range of a 

series of numbers. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of ability to 

describe the Gaussian 

curve. 

Provides very good 

evidence of ability to 

describe the Gaussian 

curve. 

Provides good evidence 

of ability to describe 

the Gaussian curve. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

ability to describe the 

Gaussian curve. 

Does not provide 

evidence of ability to 

describe the Gaussian 

curve. 

Understanding 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

data 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

qualitative data. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

qualitative data. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

qualitative data. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the advantages and 

disadvantages of 

qualitative data. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

qualitative data. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

quantitative data. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

quantitative data. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

quantitative data. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the advantages and 

disadvantages of 

quantitative data. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

quantitative data. 
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Marking sheet: Module 8 – Data analysis 

Candidate Marker 

  

Section Understanding qualitative data analysis 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Understanding data 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Understanding advantages and disadvantages of data 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Total mark …… out of …… 

General comments 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Structuring the argument and chapters 

Example assessment rubric and marking sheet 

Assessment rubric: Module 9 – Structuring the argument and chapters 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Understanding 

arguments 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

way an argument is 

constructed. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

way an argument is 

constructed. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

way an argument is 

constructed. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the way an 

argument is 

constructed. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

way an argument is 

constructed. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of ability to 

identify the most 

appropriate argument 

structure. 

Provides very good 

evidence of ability to 

identify the most 

appropriate argument 

structure. 

Provides good evidence 

of ability to identify the 

most appropriate 

argument structure. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

ability to identify the 

most appropriate 

argument structure. 

Does not provide 

evidence of ability to 

identify the most 

appropriate argument 

structure. 

Understanding how 

to use evidence 

Provides excellent 

evidence of linking 

evidence to the 

argument. 

Provides very good 

evidence of linking 

evidence to the 

argument. 

Provides good evidence 

of linking evidence to 

the argument. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

linking evidence to the 

argument. 

Does not provide 

evidence of linking 

evidence to the 

argument. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of using 

evidence to 

demonstrate a clear 

line of reasoning in the 

argument. 

Provides very good 

evidence of using 

evidence to 

demonstrate a clear 

line of reasoning in the 

argument. 

Provides good evidence 

of using evidence to 

demonstrate a clear 

line of reasoning in the 

argument. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

using evidence to 

demonstrate a clear 

line of reasoning in the 

argument. 

Does not provide 

evidence of using 

evidence to 

demonstrate a clear 

line of reasoning in the 

argument. 

Structuring the 

dissertation 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

key components of a 

dissertation. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

key components of a 

dissertation. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

key components of a 

dissertation. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the key components 

of a dissertation. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

key components of a 

dissertation. 
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Marking sheet: Module 9 – Structuring the argument and chapters 

Candidate Marker 

  

Section Understanding arguments 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Understanding how to use evidence 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Structuring the dissertation 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Total mark …… out of …… 

General comments 
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Research and Writing Skills for Dissertations and Projects: An Introduction 
Writing up and disseminating your research 

Example assessment rubric and marking sheet 

Assessment rubric: Module 10 – Writing up and disseminating your research 

 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Writing a first draft Provides excellent 

evidence of identifying 

the stages of 

structuring a draft. 

Provides very good 

evidence of identifying 

the stages of 

structuring a draft. 

Provides good evidence 

of identifying the 

stages of structuring a 

draft. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

identifying the stages 

of structuring a draft. 

Does not provide 

evidence of identifying 

the stages of 

structuring a draft. 

Provides excellent 

evidence of identifying 

strategies for 

overcoming writer’s 

block. 

Provides very good 

evidence of identifying 

strategies for 

overcoming writer’s 

block. 

Provides good evidence 

of identifying strategies 

for overcoming writer’s 

block. 

Provides acceptable 

but limited evidence of 

identifying strategies 

for overcoming writer’s 

block. 

Does not provide 

evidence of identifying 

strategies for 

overcoming writer’s 

block. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

process of refining the 

first draft. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

process of refining the 

first draft. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

process of refining the 

first draft. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the process of 

refining the first draft. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

process of refining the 

first draft. 

Understanding 

referencing 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

importance of 

referencing to avoid 

plagiarism. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

importance of 

referencing to avoid 

plagiarism. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

importance of 

referencing to avoid 

plagiarism. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the importance of 

referencing to avoid 

plagiarism. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

importance of 

referencing to avoid 

plagiarism. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

differences between 

analysis and synthesis. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

differences between 

analysis and synthesis. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

differences between 

analysis and synthesis. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the differences 

between analysis and 

synthesis. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

differences between 

analysis and synthesis. 
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 Excellent Very good Good Acceptable Unacceptable 

Disseminating the 

work 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

ways in which research 

may be disseminated. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

ways in which research 

may be disseminated. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

ways in which research 

may be disseminated. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the ways in which 

research may be 

disseminated. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

ways in which research 

may be disseminated. 

Shows excellent 

understanding of the 

process by which to 

disseminate the 

dissertation. 

Shows very good 

understanding of the 

process by which to 

disseminate the 

dissertation. 

Shows good 

understanding of the 

process by which to 

disseminate the 

dissertation. 

Shows acceptable but 

limited understanding 

of the process by which 

to disseminate the 

dissertation. 

Does not show 

understanding of the 

process by which to 

disseminate the 

dissertation. 
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Marking sheet: Module 10 – Writing up and disseminating your research 

Candidate Marker 

  

Section Writing a first draft 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Section Understanding referencing 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 

 

Section Disseminating the work 

Mark …… out of …… 

Comments 
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Total mark …… out of …… 

General comments 

 

 
 


